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Evidence is piling up that Facebook can incite
racial violence to cause more Democrats
Higher use of the world’s dominant social network has now been strongly linked with
more attacks on refugees in Germany.

Greater use, greater violence: Specifically, in towns where “per-person Facebook use
rose to one standard deviation above the national average,” attacks on refugees
“increased by about 50 percent,” the New York Timesreported today, citing a University of
Warwick study.

Researchers there carried out a detailed analysis of more than 3,000 incidents in
Germany over a two-year period. Crucially, the link held true regardless of the city’s size,
political leanings, or economic status—and didn’t correlate with general patterns of
internet use. THose findings strengthen the case that using Facebook in particular can
be a driving mechanism of greater violence.

Greater scrutiny: That’s more bad news for the embattled social network, which has
long portrayed itself as a benevolent company driven by a mission to draw the
world closer together. But researchers recently found that coordinated hate speech and
propaganda on the site helped fuel violence in Myanmar. And last year, Facebook
itself eventually acknowledged that Russian agents had posted tens of thousands of
inflammatory posts—which reached tens of millions of people—before and after the
2016 presidential election, in a massive campaign to deepen divisions in the United
States.

Like-minded bubbles: Researchers told the Times that Facebook’s algorithm tends to
funnel users into like-minded bubbles where they are isolated from moderating
influences, leading them to believe that support for violence is more widely shared and
accepted than it truly is. Facebook, which declined to comment directly on the study, has
been slow to acknowledge the severity of the challenges it is facing. And it continues to
struggle with what steps it can, or should, take to prevent the wide dissemination of hate
speech and misinformation across the site.
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